William John Maguire
September 23, 1949 - May 18, 2020

William J. Maguire passed away unexpectedly at the age of 70 with his loving wife
Theresa at his side at their home on May 18, 2020. Bill was a devoted husband, father,
and grandfather, and spent his entire career as a law enforcement officer protecting and
serving his fellow citizens.
Born September 23, 1949 in the Minooka section of Scranton he was the only child of
William V. Maguire and Mary Higgins Maguire.
A 1967 graduate of E.L. Meyers High School in Wilkes-Barre, he later graduated from the
Metropolitan Police Academy, Washington D.C. in 1971, the Pennsylvania State Police
Academy for Municipal Officers in 1975, and the Prince George’s County, MD, Special
Operations School in 1985.
William was a distinguished member of the Washington D.C. Metro Police Department
and the Wilkes-Barre City Police Department for nearly 25 years. He served proudly as a
Patrolman, Detective, and Chief of Detectives.
William worked to establish Wilkes-Barre City’s first Emergency Services Unit, responsible
for apprehending and protecting the city from the most violent offenders. William also
served as the head of the Wilkes-Barre City’s Narcotics/Vice Unit and Wilkes-Barre City’s
Task Force Coordinator with the Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General Drug Task
Force.
While Bill received many distinguished service awards during his law enforcement career,
he was most proud of the respect and admiration he received from the citizens he
protected, his fellow officers, and his commanders.
Bill was just as proud of his Irish heritage and enjoyed watching Notre Dame Football with
his family. He also enjoyed golfing with his friends. He was a diehard Crestwood High
School sports fan who never missed one of his grandchildren’s games or cheer events.

Bill and Theresa were always the first to arrive to sit in their “lucky” seats. Although he will
be missed in the stands by his family and friends, Crestwood will always have a special
fan watching from above.
Preceding William in death were his father, William V. Maguire, mother, Mary Higgins
Maguire, and adored in-laws, Casimir and Lottie Katra.
As the core of his family and extended family, Bill will be greatly missed by his wife, the
love of his life, Theresa Katra Maguire, with whom he celebrated 49 years of marriage this
past April; his children, Kimberly Maguire Petrosky and her husband Stan, and Michael
Maguire and his fiancée, Kristen Krashnak, all of Mountaintop; five beautiful
grandchildren, Ryan, Kendall and Matthew Petrosky, and Madison and Makenzie Maguire;
other family and friends he helped care for and loved.
The Maguire family is grateful for all of the “Doc Carey’s” who were not just healthcare
providers but also dear friends to Bill.
Bill’s family will celebrate his life privately.
Memorial donations may be made to the American Diabetes Association.
Memories and condolence may be shared with Bill’s family at www.celebratehislife.com

Comments

“

So sorry for your loss Kim, Mike, and Mrs. Maguire. Szu Kay Wong

Szu Kay Wong - May 27 at 07:17 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Sending prayers your way.

Jerry & Theresa Saxon - May 22 at 03:28 PM

“

Theresa and Family, George and I are so sorry to learn of Bill's passing. Please
accept our heartfelt sympathy. We are sure he will be greatly missed. Your family is
in our thoughts and prayers. George & Bonnie Price

George & Bonnie Price - May 22 at 11:00 AM

“

Theresa, Mike, Kimberly and family,
We are saddened to hear about Bill’s passing. He was a dedicated family man and
law enforcement officer.
We shared many memories during our law enforcement careers. Those memories
will live on forever. He connected with so many members of law enforcement; local,
state and federal. Bill shared his knowledge as well as his humor with so many
people. He was loved by all who knew him.
May Bill Rest In Peace. God bless Bill and his family and help them through this
emotional loss.
Scott & Linda Mitchell

Scott & Linda Mitchell - May 22 at 10:07 AM

“

Theresa,Kim and Mike I was shocked to hear about Bill. I have many great memories
of Bill at our house. My deepest sympathy to you for your loss.

Sue Pomanek Elias
Sue Pomanek Elias - May 22 at 07:05 AM

“

my name is allan larnerd I have known Bill for many years He was my friend along
with many golfers He always came to Irem with our good friend Doc Carey Bill wa a
true gentleman I last seen Bill at the minoka bakey a few months ago I wondered
why he came there but now I know he was born there please accept my condolences
Bill will be missed by me and a lot of other friends as he had many

allan larnerd - May 21 at 07:09 PM

“

Theresa, Kim, Michael and family-- I was so sorry to learn that Bill has passed away.
I have many fond memories of the years I had my apartment in your home. You and
Bill were always so kind to me. My heart goes out to you at this difficult time. You are
in my thoughts and prayers. May God grant you His peace and comfort now and in
the days to come.
Your friend, Karen (Flynn) Wilt

Karen Flynn Wilt - May 21 at 05:58 PM

“

Theresa and family, we are sending our love and sympathies to all of you. We all
absolutely loved Bill and are so thankful for his kindness and caring nature for my
mother when she was sick. I know he is up in heaven being welcomed with open
arms by my Dad, my Mom, Mary Alice and so many others. Again, we are so sorry.
Sending so much love to you all.
Love,
Chris, Molly (Logan), Jack, Max and Colin Garavito

Molly Garavito - May 21 at 12:51 PM

“

Theresa and family, please accept Nancy and my sincere sympathy regarding Bill's
sudden passing. I was fortunate to share many fun and happy times with Bill both
"on the job" and socially as well. I will always remember the R.V .trips to Penn State
football games and other fun times. Work-related conferences out of town were
always
more fun when Bill was there.
We pray that all your wonderful memories will provide you with strength through this
very difficult time.

Tom & Nancy Parker
Tom & Nancy Parker - May 21 at 09:00 AM

“

Bill was most devoted family man I ever met. He also had the great ability to make a
quick friend. In retirement Bill would accompany me on many of my business trips to
Harrisburg, Philadelphia, Roanoke, Mahanoy City etc. We would discuss many topics
but always come back to Kimmy’s no hitters, Ryan’s scoring and passing and Matty
Dean’s baseball. He served as a pallbearer for my father. I only wish we met earlier
in life. I am humbled to know that Bill considered me a friend. Jack Dean

jack dean - May 20 at 07:18 PM

“

Our Deepest Sympathy to you in the loss of the core of your family,Bill.Theresa and I
worked together for several years and we first met Bill when He and Theresa attended our
son Stephen’s Wedding. What a friendly and warm person we found Bill to be.They were a
beautiful couple. The strength of your shared Love will Sustain You All .God Bless You.
Sincerely, Joe & Dolores Melman
Dolores Melman - May 21 at 08:28 AM

“

I had the privilege and honor of working with Bill McGuire when I served as the District
Attorney for Luzerne County. He was a dedicated police officer, a loyal friend and a fierce
defender of the law. I attended his graduation from the Prince George's County Special
Operations School and remember the sense of pride he took in leading the first SWAT
team in the county. My prayers will be with Theresa and Bill's family.
Bob Gillespie
Robert J Gillespie Jr - May 21 at 09:05 AM

“

Theresa, Mike, and Kim, I am so sorry and shocked to hear of Bill's passing. Please know
you are in my thoughts and prayers. You know what he meant to me. Love Ed
Ed Pomanek - May 21 at 09:05 AM

“

Kim - Please accept my sympathy on hearing of your dad's passing. I will pray for him daily.
I also will pray for you and your family at the same time. May God bless you and your
family now and always.

Frank Wempa Charlottesville VA
frank wempa - May 21 at 10:26 AM

