Sally Ann Healey
June 28, 2019

A force of nature, wherever she went and with whomever she encountered, Sally Ann
Healey, after a hard-fought battle, bravely ceased her “rage against the dying of the light.”
Those of us who loved Sally knew her unique and infectious personality. Sally was born in
Wilkes-Barre’s East End to Sally Dougherty and James Healey. Her father came through
Ellis Island and sadly passed away when Sally was a young girl. Sally was raised by three
strong, intelligent women: her mother, her Aunt Margaret, and her Aunt Kathleen, women
ahead of their time with college degrees and accomplishments such as orchestrating a
special education program in Wilkes-Barre and triggering a school lunch program in the
state of New Mexico.
As a child, Sally and her younger brother, James, were treated to vacations in Santa Fe
and Atlantic City. Her memories and stories include spending time at a dude ranch riding
her own special horse, Brownie; and descending into the Grand Canyon on the back of a
mule. Sally spent several summers in Atlantic City enjoying the ocean, working as a
waitress, and listening to the hottest musical acts of the day.
Sally attended Holy Savior School (a short walk up the hill) and St. Mary’s High School in
Wilkes-Barre. Later, Sally was a student at Marywood University and College Misericordia,
receiving an English degree. Following the lead of her mother and her aunts, Sally
became a teacher and relocated to Long Island where she taught English at Mineola High
School. She was a “favorite teacher” and fostered great relationships with her students
and fellow teachers, among them her beloved friend, Rhoda.
While living on Long Island, Sally’s love for politics and women’s issues blossomed. She
ran for a city position, campaigned for Bobby Kennedy, met Bella Abzug and Shirley
Chisolm, and co-authored a feminist literary textbook entitled, The Women, Yes!
Upon retiring from teaching at Mineola, Sally returned to Wilkes-Barre and worked for
twenty-four years at Wilkes-Barre City Hall in the accessor’s office and later as organizer
of the Neighborhood Impact Team, which navigated throughout the city improving living

conditions and sprucing up the streets. Under Sally’s charge, the Team unearthed the
missing Big Boy statue, which had been stolen from the Elby’s Restaurant on Kidder
Street; the smiling figure was discovered sitting in a dorm at King’s College. Sally was
stopped repeatedly when shopping at Wegman’s or Boscov’s and asked to check on
houses in the city, jotting down names and numbers from concerned citizens, listening to
questions and concerns in the evenings and weekends from her home telephone.
Sally also taught English classes at Luzerne County Community College for over thirty
years. Sally was loved by her students because she taught much more than sentences,
paragraphs, and essays. She taught her students about life, how to care about each other,
how to listen, how to laugh. Sally was able to help her students realize that, yes, we have
the ability to better ourselves, to strive to accomplish the goals that we thought were out of
reach. A love of literature also permeated each course, a love of poetry, short stories, and
drama. A few of Ms. Healey’s choice pieces included “At David’s Grave” by Denise
Levertov, “A Worn Path” by Eudora Welty, and 'Night Mother by Marsha Norman. The
thousands of students Sally taught have commented time and time again about the robust
enthusiasm and delight in a Healey classroom.
Sally belonged to several organizations over the years, including the Wyoming Valley Aids
Council; began a chapter of the National Organization for Women at LCCC; and received
many awards, including the Woman of the Year award from the Wyoming Valley Woman’s
Club.
Sally’s favorite pastimes were her love of music, her passion for movies, her zest for
travel, her steadfast attachment to West-Highland Terriers, and her ceaseless way of
taking the time to talk to friends and strangers alike. Time was not an issue for Sally –
wherever she might have been – if people wanted to talk of serious matters, simple joys,
or rambunctious ramblings the conversation took center stage. We will miss that fine and
genuine quality of attention that Sally bestowed on us all.
Surviving are Sally’s longtime companion and spouse, Mary Catherine Scheib; her pups,
Kathleen and Sparky; her true and loyal friend, Cathy Riccetti; Jaime Smith, a woman
Sally raised from a child and cared for like her own daughter; brother, James Healey;
sister-in-law Elizabeth; nephew, Christopher Healey and wife, Patrice; great-nephew,
Harrison; great-niece, Sophia; brother-in-law, Michael Scheib and sister-in-law, Denise;
niece Melissa Hildebrand and husband Paul; great-nephew, Lucas; great-niece, Olivia;
nephew Jake Scheib and wife, Erin; great-niece Madeline; great-nephew, Zachery; and
many, many beloved cousins.

Sally, you are sitting now on that long, smooth bench of stone at the Lamy train station
outside of Santa Fe; sitting in the peaceful calm evening of the southwest rolling hills of
tumbleweed and pinion trees. Fly yourself to the moon and rest in peace, dear girl – our
N.I.T Queen, our teacher extraordinaire, and our “huckleberry friend.”
Our unending love and thanks will be forever sent to the Hospice of the Sacred Heart for
their kind and gentle gift of caring. In lieu of flowers, please feel free to make a donation to
the Hospice of the Sacred Heart, 100 William St. Dunmore, PA; or the First Presbyterian
Church, East Main St. and Spring St., Weatherly, Pennsylvania
Celebration of Sally’s Life will begin Tuesday with visitation from 4 to 8 PM at
McLaughlin’s, 142 South Washington Street in Wilkes-Barre and continue there on
Wednesday with gathering beginning at 9:30 AM followed by a service at 10:30 AM. Burial
will be in Saint Mary’s Cemetery.
Memories and condolences may be shared with Sally’s family at www.celebrateherlife.com
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Comments

“

Al Adams lit a candle in memory of Sally Ann Healey

Al Adams - July 18, 2019 at 10:52 AM

“

I haven't seen Sally for 25+ years but she has always been in my mind and heart for
all the love and friendship she would give to me when I was a young man trying to
navigate the strange and wonderful world we live in. She was truly a special soul. I
remember sitting at Victor's on a Friday or Saturday night having a few beers with
friends and loved ones. We would celebrate our birthdays together as they were
close to each others. Dinner and then cake at our favorite night spot of the time.
Sally, thank you for all you did to help anyone who needed it. God knows I needed a
lot at the time. You will be missed and always remembered.

Al Adams - July 18, 2019 at 10:51 AM

“

She was an amazing teacher, person, and friend to anyone who was lucky enough to
have her touch their life! She is definitely passing it on spiritually! Rest In Peace Sally
!

carol - July 03, 2019 at 08:55 PM

“

This woman inspired me at a time where I was most vulnerable. She pushed me
forward to attain my goals, and told me it never mattered who I loved as long as I
loved. Her light will never dull, for her smile and love lives on in all of those who she
spoke with, and laughed with.

Monica Magee - July 03, 2019 at 03:15 PM

“

So sorry for your loss!! SALLY was quite the women!

J j Castellino - July 03, 2019 at 12:28 PM

“

I was a 36yr old high school drop out with a Ged when a driving force in my life said it
is time to get a higher education. As I walked into my very first college course Sally
stood at the front of the class and sauntered the way she did back and forth however
it wasn't until she spoke that she had attention of every student in that class. In the
course of that semester she took all my preconceived notions of "English" class and
destroyed them. In the course of the semester I came to admire and love Sally so
much so that I took every course she taught at LCCC not just those necessary for my
degree. In her creative writing class I delved deep into my soul for assignments
which resulted in getting to know myself on a deeper level. I left her Shakespeare
Class with a love of classic literature I never thought possible but that's what she
did...She made the impossible possible. She answered her calling when she became
an educator. Sally Healey had a presence about her that demanded your attention
and once she had your attention she drew you in and kept you captivated. I was
blessed to have known her and I am saddened by the loss of such a dynamic woman
and human being.

Leeanne Ibriga - July 03, 2019 at 08:48 AM

“

Sally was a most memorable professor for me at LCCC...I gained such an
appreciation of Shakespears's work in her Shakespeare class. In her Creative
Writing Class she read and critiqued my writing for the book I was writing. She
became a friend...we had lunch together a few times. I was included in her annual
production of "Vagina Monologues" which I will never forget. She impacted everyone
she encountered, always focusing on the "you," never "I." I am grateful for having
met her and for having her impact my life.
Sandy Cumberland

Sandy Cumberland - July 02, 2019 at 03:17 PM

“

We didn't see each other as often as we would have liked, but when we did it was as
if we were together every day. Rest peacefully my dear friend.

Nancy Endler - July 01, 2019 at 09:51 PM

“

I first met Sally way back when my Dad worked at the Farley Library. Sally wouldn't
show up in my life again until part-way of my first year English Comp. class at LCC.
She looked past my 18-19 year old asshole facade and recognized me as the kid in
the blue PJPII gym sweats.
Sally's personality and love of writing encouraged me to keep attending her classes.
From her, I learned that great work doesn't end with just a product. It's all about how
the person receives the words and ideas.
All of her classes could have the same firecracker energy, but Shakespeare class
was a full-on brocade.Sally wasn't satisfied with just reading the text of a play-it was
written to be performed. This sometimes meant dressing up in full fencing gear for
the duel scene in "Hamlet," or reciting a soliloquy from "The Merchant of Venice"
(with some textual assistance, of course).
At the end of every creative writing class, Sally would tell us to "keep everything." I
still have some of the various print-outs of poems, stories, essays, from those years
tucked away. Sally's lessons and memories are ones that I carry going forward. No
English class has ever been the same.
Rest Easy, Sally

Jeffrey Ford - July 01, 2019 at 05:46 PM

“

Sally you were such an amazing women. Your enthusiasm for your students was
such an amazing thing to be a part of. When I think back on those who really
touched my life you are there. You had such a big heart. Thank you for allowing me
the privilege to know you.

Sally Feasel - July 01, 2019 at 08:38 AM

“

Sally, what can I say? I’ve know you my entire life! You were one of my dad, Joe’s
best friends! Thank you and Mary both for paying such a beautiful tribute to him
when he passed. (The strolling banjo!) I’ll never forget!
We had lots of fun times. Your home was my second home. Russ and I were just
talking about you last week and I was going to reach out to you this week. I am
saddened but happy to know you’re up there laughing and joking with my dad! Rest
In Peace, Sally! Thanks for the memories!

Erin Joseph - July 01, 2019 at 08:02 AM

“

I am truly saddened to learn of Sally's passing. I, too, would often see her at
Wegmans...we always said we should get together for lunch. ...another reminder to
make those well-intended plans with those we love and admire...Sally was a special,
one-of-a -kind lady. She was my father's friend (even his St. Mary's prom date,
complete with a funny story). However, to me, she was an inspiration...a friend...a
mentor...someone who always took the time to listen & I hope I did as well. Rest in
peace, Sally..your memory will be cherished. My thoughts & prayers are with Mary &
Jamie & all those who loved & admired Sally.

Molly McLaughlin Hoegen - June 30, 2019 at 10:41 PM

“

Sally was a great help at Ruth's Place, the homeless women's shelter. She
coordinated donations of all kinds and spent time encouraging both the women and
the staff.She was a special woman!
Julir Benjamin
former director of Ruth's Place

JULIE BENJAMIN - June 30, 2019 at 07:16 PM

“

1995: I returned at 31 to college after some painful life changes. She was the
absolute perfect teacher as I begrudgingly had to take another English class. I
already had a pile of college credits. What do you mean LCCC won't accept them!
So I went.
That semester and that class was priceless to me. She helped me make peace with
and tell my story.
Godspeed.

Colleen Scott - June 30, 2019 at 04:10 PM

“

I had the pleasure of meeting Sally a few times. First encounter was when she was
admiring my car with wings. It was hand painted with, faries, dragons and quotes. I
recall her rallying to save the Hotel Sterling. May see rest in peace. Hugs and
prayers to her family and friends. She was a gem.

Diane Brewster - June 30, 2019 at 01:06 PM

“

For years I would meet Sally, and ask her the same question. Would you please run
for Mayor? She would laugh at me, and we would continue our conversation. A great
asset to our East End, and an asset to humanity. I'm so glad I got to know her.
The East End Tapestry will not be the same. I am so sorry about her passing.

Marita Schappert - June 30, 2019 at 11:44 AM

“

Carol Carroll lit a candle in memory of Sally Ann Healey

Carol Carroll - June 30, 2019 at 03:11 AM

“

Heartfelt condolences to Sally's family and friends. I met her at the Wyoming Valley
Woman's Club meeting's and yes she was as gracious as is printed. RIP Sally.

Carol Carroll - June 30, 2019 at 03:11 AM

“

As a fellow eastender I met Sally because my husband, Ed, did Plumbing work for
her beginning back in the early 80s. Upon meeting her I quickly realized she was one
of a kind. When I would see her while shopping at Wegmans or anywhere out and
about she always took the time to stop and say hello and have a conversation. In the
90s when I went back to school at the age of 40, I was fortunate enough to have
Sally as my LCC teacher for English and realized she was a phenomenal teacher.
Her class where's my favorite not only because she made it fun, but because she
had a way of making you a better student with more of a desire to learn. Sally will be
missed, because everyone who knew her knew they had a true friend. Mary, I am so
sorry for your loss. I know that you and Jamie were her world as well as her adorable
pets. Rest in peace Sally. You will be sorely missed.

Colleen McKenna - June 29, 2019 at 10:15 PM

“

Sally was my favorite teacher/ prof I have ever had. I took her classes for fun and I
am in love with Shakespeare bc of her. She wrote me a letter for the WwC program
at miseri and gave me so much confidence in my writing and in myself. I WILL
NEVER forget you Sally. You will always be my favorite!

Penny Taylor - June 29, 2019 at 09:19 PM

“

Sally was amazing professor and friend. Her class was the only one I ever enjoyed
going too. Walking into her class, was not like walking into any other class. She
made you feel like, no matter what was going on she was there for you. RIP

Sally Lockman - June 29, 2019 at 09:01 PM

“

Always wanted Sally to run for Mayor.
She was a wonderful to talk to,full of ideas and compassion.

Ed Harfman - June 29, 2019 at 08:52 PM

“

Rest in Peace Dearest Sally

Kay Blyth - June 29, 2019 at 08:24 PM

“

Rest in peace my friend.Always a great conversation.

Tony THOMAS - June 29, 2019 at 08:03 PM

“

In 1980 during the presidential campaign, a young John Kennedy stayed overnight at
Sally’s house during his campaigning in NEPA.

Ron Slusser - June 29, 2019 at 07:54 PM

“

Sally was a dynamic lady and a wonderful teacher.

Andy Tuzinski - June 29, 2019 at 07:41 PM

“

Just read Sally's Obit and what a wonderful tribute to her. To her family, I am so sorry
for your loss.
Pat Thompson Petroski

Pat Thompson Petroski - June 29, 2019 at 07:24 PM

“

Dear Cousin Sal,
You will be missed greatly. What a sense of humor!! We had a lot of laughs over a
Gibbons or was it a Steg? You were so knowledgeable about so many subjects and it
was so easy to talk to you about them.
I’ll miss you cous.
Love, Tom Hoban

Tom Hoban - June 29, 2019 at 05:14 PM

