Paul J. Crawford
November 30, 1969 - March 14, 2019

Paul J. Crawford, 49, of Wilkes-Barre passed away on Thursday, March 14, 2019.
Born November 30, 1969 in Hunlock Creek he was a son of the late Paul J. and
Marguerite Nilon Crawford.
P.J. was a 1987 graduate of Bishop Hoban High School and earned his undergraduate
degree from Wilkes University and MS in Organizational Management from Misericordia
University.
P.J. proudly served our country as a soldier of the United States Army for four years during
the Gulf War Era; he earned the rank of Sergeant.
P.J. was a design engineer for Commonwealth Telephone Company for several years
before accepting a position as a Police Officer of the City of Wilkes-Barre in March of
2008.
P.J. was an enthusiastic fan of Notre Dame football, all things Irish, John Wayne westerns,
and Bruce Springsteen.
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his beloved dog, Dog.
P.J. will be greatly missed by his wife, the former Heather Chadwick; their son, Jake
Declan Crawford who was everything to him; sister, Molly and her husband Robert
Richardson of Harleysville; brother, Michael and his wife Jessica Crawford of Hunlock
Creek; nieces, nephews, Murry, CPT Price, other family and friends.
Celebration of P.J.'s Life will be held on Monday, March 18th with visitation from 3 to 6 PM
and a prayer service to be led by Father J. Duane Gavitt, Wilkes-Barre Police Department
Chaplain, at 4 PM at McLaughlin's, 142 South Washington Street in Wilkes-Barre.

Memorial donations are preferred and may be made to the Wounded Warrior Project:
www.woundedwarriorproject.org, or the Gary Sinise Foundation serving veterans, first
responders and their families: www.garysinisefoundation.org.
Memories and condolences may be shared with P.J.'s family at www.celebratehislife.com

Events
MAR
18

Visitation

03:00PM - 06:00PM

McLaughlin's
142 South Washington Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA, US, 18701

MAR
18

Service

04:00PM

McLaughlin's
142 South Washington Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA, US, 18701

Comments

“

I would like to extend my deepest condolences to PJ's wife and son. Also to Molly
and Mike. After 30 plus years after high school some people you can't recall or
remember a little bit about some of your classmates. Then there are people like PJ
who still shine through after all this time. Whenever I would walk or drive through
Wilkes Barre and I would see a police car I would always look to see if it was you.
Thank you for being a big part of my high school years. We had a lot of good times
whether in class, on the bus to football or during a practice or game. RIP PJ.

Mike Walsh - March 23, 2019 at 03:03 PM

“

I knew PJ from the phone company. Sat near him, did some work together, and he
came out to play paintball once. I would always be in a good mood when he showed
up. I typically do not ask invasive personal questions, so a lot of what I read in the
paper was new to me. I do not know exactly what occurred, but he was way too
young to pass away.
I prayed for the family to be able to get through this hard time and the future.
Jim S.

Jim S. - March 19, 2019 at 09:30 PM

“

Lisa R. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Paul J. Crawford.

Lisa R. - March 18, 2019 at 10:19 AM

“

PJ and his brother Michael worked for my husband and I a few summers We really
appreciated their work ethic and attention to detail My husband died recently and
Michael attended the Celebration of Life honoring John which again demonstrated
the caliber of these brothers. Elfriede Turner

Elfriede. Turner - March 18, 2019 at 08:52 AM

“

Hi. Paul Crawford holds a special place in my heart for how he helped my mom, who
at the time was 80-81 yrs old and fell head first down our stairs. She was alone and
crawled to the kitchen and was able to press her help button she wore. It was very
bloody, and all doors were locked except one in the basement. Police were able to
enter the house only bc one window was open - got to my mom, called me at work
and we got her to the hospital. She had to have plastic surgery on her head and it
was a bad situation. That police officer ♀ who saved her was Paul Crawford. He
was so kind to me, her daughter, reassuring me it would all be alright. the months
went by and mom recuperated and back home with us. She was sitting in the porch
one day in the beautiful spring weather and a police car was going down the street
and stopped and I thought “ ohhh what now”( it’s the neighborhood we live) and I
could not believe - Paul just stopped by to say hi to my mom; not only this time but
another time as well. he asked how she was doing and talked a bit. No one ever did
that before and I also remember being able to call him if I needed him bc he left me a
# to do that
What a special guy he was. I have and will always remember that kindness and
gentleness about him.
I am so so sorry for your loss; this is too young to go. I pray our Lord gives your
family strength to handle this loss. Know that Paul was a very special man and I’m
sure God already has a special place for him.

Mary A Ruth - March 17, 2019 at 11:37 AM

“

This happened during a visit from the boys who came out to Jamaica to stay with me
for a few days. I’ll never forget waking up in my bed and almost stepping on PJ as he
laid down there in the middle of the night to sleep on the cooler tile floor in my
bedroom which had also had AC turned up to max. As it is quite warm in Kingston,
he could not sleep on the first floor in the heat. Obviously I had not heard him come
in to the room during the night so it was quite a surprise but a funny one that I’ll never
forget.

Michael Zidik - March 16, 2019 at 06:20 PM

