Mary Alice Nelson
March 22, 1948 - August 7, 2017

Mary Alice Nelson, born on March 22, 1948 in Pittston, PA to Dr. William Francis Connell
and Catherine (“Kitty”) Harrigan Connell, passed away peacefully in her sleep on August
7, 2017. It was just as she would have wanted, no fuss and no fear. Mary Alice was quite
a woman. She loved her family deeply and was generous to a fault. Mary Alice had an
ability to befriend strangers, somehow learning their life stories in mere minutes. It was a
trait her children loved and admired (and if we’re honest also found exasperating). She
was known as the consummate hostess and an incredible cook, a lover of gardens and of
her Irish heritage. If you needed help with decorating or wanted to know the perfect
flowers for your garden, she was the person you turned to. Mary Alice was the backbone
of her family and the hidden force behind the family business’ inception and growth. As
children, she instilled in us a sense of right and wrong and encouraged us to achieve. She
had little patience for wasting your talents. Mary Alice also taught us to love antiquing and
craft fairs and made sure we knew how to haggle.
Mary Alice was very proud of her family. But as loving as she was, she was never the
person to tell you what you wanted to hear. Sugar coating was not her style. You could
count on her to give it to you straight. She never lacked an opinion, nor did she hesitate to
share it. Of course, if she gave you a compliment (and she often did), you knew she
meant that too. Praise from Mary Alice was high praise indeed.
She lived to celebrate the birth of her seventh grandchild, Harrigan Oisín Nelson, just a
few weeks ago and for that we are deeply grateful. Mary Alice is survived by her children,
Kate Nelson Alderman, Margaret Neville, Caroline Nelson and Daniel Kevin Nelson, sonin-laws Terence Neville and David Alderman, and her grandchildren, Kit, Fiona, Lizzie,
Brendan, Declan, Aoife and Harrigan.
Friends, family and others whose lives Mary Alice touched are invited to her Memorial
Mass at the Church of Saint John the Evangelist, 35 William Street in Pittston at 10:30 AM
on Wednesday, August 16, 2017 with Father Ryan Maher, S.J. presiding.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to St. John the Evangelist Care &
Concern Pediatric Clinic, 37 William St., Pittston, PA 18640.
Memories and condolences may be shared with Mary Alice’s family at
www.celebrateherlife.com
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Memorial Service 10:30AM - 11:30AM
Church of Saint John the Evangelist
35 William Street, Pittston, PA, US, 18640

Comments

“

She was wonderful to talk with and offering her support . We were friends fto right
grade at "St. John's For Perpetual Pain " . A wonderful woman and dear friend . She
is missed , Bless her and family which she cherished!

Neil Donnelly - August 11, 2017 at 09:25 AM

“
“

Correction: From eighth grade ....
Neil Donnelly - August 11, 2017 at 09:26 AM

I loved Mary Alice...for many years. She was a Connell....I was an O'Connell...we used to
say we had to be related somehow or another. She loved her family with such passion...her
etiquette surpassed Emily Post and she had a heart as big as the world. I could go on and
on but I'll just say that I love you Mary Alice and will miss you terribly.
Anne - August 11, 2017 at 01:35 PM

“

Daughter of my Father-In-Law's Brother. I'm very sorry for your family's loss. Sincerely,
Aleta Connell, NH
Aleta Connell - August 13, 2017 at 11:37 AM

“

My deepest sympathies! Your Mom was my classmate.... always so nice and kind.
Marianne McGowan, SJHS, Class of 1965. Brookline Massachusetts. RIP, Mary Alice
Marianne McGowan - August 14, 2017 at 04:18 PM

“

Please accept our heartfelt sympathies for your loss, thinking of you all today. We have
great memories of Mary Alice here in Ballinakill, always so kind and generous, a smile and
a story for us all and so proud of her Irish heritage!
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hanam.
Acton Technologies Ltd - August 16, 2017 at 07:52 AM

“

4 files added to the album Mary Alice through the Years

Kate Nelson - August 11, 2017 at 01:39 AM

“

17 files added to the album Mary Alice through the Years

Kate Nelson - August 10, 2017 at 06:41 PM

