Joseph W. Balz
March 9, 1926 - July 6, 2017

Joseph W. Balz, previously of Cherry Lane in Mountain Top, died on July 6, 2017.
He was born on March 9, 1926, in Wilkes-Barre, son of the late Frank J. Balz and Emma
Walter Balz. He graduated from St. Nicholas High School in 1944 and was an Eagle Scout
in Troop 43 of that parish. He was a member of the high school varsity basketball and
baseball teams. Mr. Balz served in the U.S. Navy during WW2 in the Armed Guard
Service.
In 1946, he began his employment with King’s College and continued in administrative
capacities until shortly before his death, serving over 70 years. He enrolled in the first
class at the College and graduated, cum laude, in 1950. Throughout his career he was
involved in the financial and business management of the College, serving as chief
financial officer for 25 years. He taught classes in business administration and was
appointed director of the computing center in 1960. He was instrumental in the planning,
construction, and development of the campus in North Wilkes-Barre. In 1996, he was
awarded an honorary doctorate degree in recognition of 50 years of service. Mr. Balz was
the recipient of the Lane D. Kilburn Award in 2003 and was the first recipient of the Juxta
Crucem Award by the Eastern Province of the Congregation of Holy Cross in 2001. He
received the Robert J. Ell Award for Outstanding Service to his Alma Mater in 2014.
He was active in community affairs and served as a director on the boards of several local
financial organizations. Mr. Balz was a founding member of the General Municipal
Authority of the City of Wilkes-Barre and a director of the Blue Cross of NEP. He was
active at St. Jude Church in Mountaintop where he served as chairman of the Finance
Council and served on other committees and ministries including Eucharistic Minister. He
participated in educational professional organizations and was an evaluator for the Middle
States Association of Schools and Colleges and a consultant to the Pennsylvania Council
of Independent Colleges and Universities. He also served on several advisory committees
to the Wilkes-Barre Area School Board and to the Eastern Province of the Congregation of
Holy Cross.

He was preceded in death by his wife of 51 years, Ann Pendergast Balz, his parents and
brothers, Charles and Bernard.
He is survived by sons, Frank, Arlington Virginia, his wife Lily and his children Joanna,
Alison, Grace and great grandchildren Chase, Nate, Allie and Penelope; John and his wife
Ann, Portsmouth, N.H., their children, Magdalene and Eileen; Dr. Thomas and his wife
Monica, Danville, their children, Joseph and Kathleen; Dr. James and his wife Paula,
Walden N.Y., their children, Michael, Christina and Amanda; Gerard and his wife Anne,
Mechanicsburg, their children, Marielle and Curtis; and sister Marian Baltrusaitis, Croydon,
Pa.
Celebration of Joe’s Life will begin Monday with visitation from 4 to 7 PM at the Chapel of
Christ the King at King’s College and continue on Tuesday with a Funeral Mass at 10 AM
at the Parish of Saint Jude in Mountain Top. Interment will be in Saint Mary’s Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Ann P. Balz Memorial
Scholarship at King’s College or St. Jude Church Building Fund.
Memories and condolences may be shared with Joe’s family at http://www.celebratehislife.
com

Cemetery

Events

Saint Mary's Cemetery JUL Visitation
1594 South Main Street 10
Hanover Township, PA,

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Chapel of Christ the King
West Jackson Street at North Franklin Street, Wilkes-Barre,

18706

PA, US, 18702

JUL Funeral Mass
11

10:00AM

Church of Saint Jude
422 South Mountain Boulevard, Mountain Top, PA, US,
18707

Comments

“

It was my pleasure and privilege to know and work with Joe Balz for more than 50
years. Our many business connections also had the benefit of contributing to the
betterment of Kings College and its students. I will miss his dedicated
professionalism and unfailing integrity.

Andrew J. Sordoni III - July 13, 2017 at 01:43 PM

“

So sorry to hear this news of a great gentleman, who I was honored to know from his
eyecare visits. I was always impressed with his wonderful attitude of life & work,
amazed that every year when I asked him if he was still working at Kings his answer
was always the same, yes! He spoke so fondly of his family . What a life well lived!

Patricia Russo - July 12, 2017 at 04:33 PM

“

Gerry and family,
So sorry to hear of the death of your father. From the obituary it was easy to see
what an amazing life he led and how dedicated he was. We hope your sorrow will
ease enough to let you remember all of the great memories. You are in our thoughts.
Curtis and Missy Wilson

Curtis Wilson - July 10, 2017 at 02:04 PM

“

Please accept our condolences on the death of Mr. Balz. As a student, class of 1976,
I benefited greatly from his foresight and leadership around Computers and the Data
Center in the early 60's, way ahead of his time. Later, I had the opportunity to serve
on the King's Board of Directors and his leadership and friendship was always
evident in that forum.
A great man!
Paul and Barbara Loftus
Brookfield, CT

Paul and Barbara Loftus - July 10, 2017 at 09:30 AM

“

I express to you my condolences on the death of your father. You can be proud of life
and service. We had the opportunity to work together when I served as VP for
external relations Joe was a living example of what the Holy Cross fathers and
brothers sought to accomplish in establishing King's. I will pray for him and his family.
The Lord will be pleased to welcome him: Come good and faithful servant.
Fr. Larry Olszewski,c.s.c.

Fr Larry Olszewski - July 08, 2017 at 03:01 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear of your Dad's passing. We were lucky to have parents who
had long lives and were with us thru our adult years. I don't think I ever saw my
Uncle Joe that he did not have a smile on his face. He will be missed.
I wish I could be there but my daughter Leanne and her family are flying in for
vacation here at 11AM on Tues. The drive down there would be around 6 1/2 hours
and I am not up to that yet. I have not fully bounced back from the three surgeries ,
chemo and radiation treatments I went thru for Parotid Gland CA . I plan to send a
donation and will keep you all in my prayers. Love, Ann H Gallaher.
.

Ann H Gallaher - July 08, 2017 at 09:18 AM

“

A class individual who was one of the assets of the college thru out my time at Kings. This
was in late late 60 s. and early 70 s. He was one of the kind of people who made the
sacrifice for both family and community. Just look at the success of his children. Joe, you
had a productive well lived life.
Tim Brown - July 11, 2017 at 09:53 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Mr. Balz's passing, you have my deepest condolences. I recall him
working in the Business Office during my time at Kings. Dad, Ray Zorzi, was in the class of
1950 and spoke often and fondly of his classmates Joe Balz and Bob Ell.
May he rest in peace. Karen Z. Pizii Class of 1980.
Karen Pizii - July 11, 2017 at 04:25 PM

