Judge John J. Thomas
January 4, 1948 - February 7, 2019

Judge John J. Thomas, 71, of Forty Fort died unexpectedly after being stricken ill at his
home on Thursday, February 7, 2019.
Born January 4, 1948 in Wilkes-Barre he was a son of the late Thomas C. and Alice C.
Thomas.
Judge Thomas was a graduate of Saint Mary's High School, Class of 1965. He earned his
BS in Business Administration from King's College in 1969 and his Juris Doctorate from
Dickinson School of Law in 1972.
John started his career in law as a public defender in Luzerne County and had a private
practice focusing on bankruptcy law until 1992, at which time he was appointed as a
Judge of the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania.
A lover of nature, John enjoyed canoeing, camping, and birdwatching. He enjoyed taking
road trips and traveled extensively, visiting all fifty states.
His greatest love was his family.
His sisters, Miriam Noussair, Theresa Habib, Thalia Ann Thomas, and Janice Joseph, and
an infant brother, Charles, preceded him in death.
He will be greatly missed by his wife, the former Marilyn Eglavich; sons, John and his wife
Greta of New York City, Edward of San Francisco, and Joseph and his wife Jessica of
Forty Fort; daughters, Kathryn of Forty Fort and New York City, and Jennifer and her
husband Henry Sucart of Melbourne, Florida; grandsons, Johnny, Lincoln and Connor;
brother, Thomas C. Thomas, Jr. of Forty Fort; nieces, nephews, other family and friends.
Celebration of John's Life will be held Monday, February 11, 2019 with visitation from 9 to
11 AM at McLaughlin's, 142 South Washington Street in Wilkes-Barre followed by a

Funeral Mass at 12 PM at Immaculate Conception Church on Luzerne Avenue in West
Pittston. Interment will be in Saint Mary's Cemetery in Hanover Township.
Memorial donations are preferred and may be made to St. Jude's Children's Research
Hospital.
Memories and condolences may be shared with John's family at www.celebratehislife.com
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Comments

“

I learned today of Judge Thomas's passing. My condolences to his family and
friends. He was a judge that I had for my case for close to two years now. I felt that
he was such a fair judge to many. And even in my case felt that he was such a
wonderful man. His family should be very proud to have had him in their lives. My
heart is broken to think he is gone. May God bless each and everyone who had the
privilege of knowing him.

Mary Ann Snedeker - February 19, 2019 at 11:17 AM

“

Hello Thomas Family and especially to Joey Thomas my former student,
I was very sad to see of the passing of your father. I take pleasure Joey in
remembering you are very much like him, right down to the hat:) I am sure that brings
your family comfort. It is not always that a Dad's "ways" can be seen so early in their
children yet Joey, your funny nature and good spirit always reminded me of your
Dad. I am sorry I saw this to late to see you in person. By now I know you are old
enough to realize just how special Dads are. You are all in my thoughts and prayers
and I hope you all take solace in what a well loved man he truly was.
Sincerely,
Janice Huntzinger and the Wilkes Barre Academy Family

Janice Huntzinger - February 13, 2019 at 01:18 PM

“

My husband and I first met John when my baby judge school classmate, Bob Opel,
was sworn in. John regaled us with the history of Wilkes-Barre and stories of his and
your family's life there. He made us feel so welcome and treasured as guests. In my
many years on the bench since then, John and I enjoyed meeting at our conferences
and catching up in our lives. He will be greatly missed!

Jean FitzSimon - February 12, 2019 at 12:30 PM

“

It is rare that someone who passes through your life professionally makes the kind of
impact that Judge Thomas has had on me. He displayed a passion for justice that
was presented with kindness, a gentle spirit and unquestionable integrity. I am better
for having known him and will miss him very much.

John Neblett - February 11, 2019 at 12:29 PM

“

To John's wife, children, family and friends. I got to know John shortly after he took
the bench in the mid-90's. I only had one small matter in front of him. But, that was
enough for me to understand what a unique person he was. From then on, I saw him
2 or 3 times a year at bankruptcy conferences and I always sought him out and
looked forward to spending time with him. He was so unassuming, interesting and
funny. Time spent with him (and Rich, who was never far from his side) was always a
highlight. I am so sad to know that he is gone. My heart goes out to you. John will
truly be missed.
Bob Lapowsky

Robert Lapowsky - February 11, 2019 at 06:59 AM

“

Dear Marilyn and family,
We are in Florida and were greatly saddened to read of John's passing. Our
memories of a great man are sent to you. A special hug to Kathryn, who will always
hold a special place in my heart! Life eternal! Marilyn and Bill Feldman

Marilyn Feldman - February 09, 2019 at 05:59 PM

“

I was truly sorry to hear of John's untimely death. I had the pleasure of getting to
know John through numerous Bankruptcy Judges' Conferences, when he would tell
me about his trips and his family, the latter of which he was very proud. And years
ago, when he was traveling to Philadelphia, we would sometimes meet for lunch. I
always found John to be bright, interesting and humorous, with the ability to laugh at
himself (but never at others). He took his responsibilities as judge seriously, but not
himself seriously. He will be missed by all who knew him. My deepest condolences to
his family. Bruce Fox

BF - February 09, 2019 at 02:29 PM

“

John was always a cheerful classmate. Once one of my daughters participated in a
mock trial event at which he was the judge. After it was over I went up to him and
asked if he was taking notes during the presentation and/or doing cartoons. He got in
trouble more than once in high school because of his cartoons. I saw him several
times during the past few years and he was still as cheerful as ever.
Frances Jacobs Berg St Mary’s 1965

frances jacobs berg - February 09, 2019 at 11:57 AM

“

Dear Marilyn & family, I was saddened to read of John's passing. Our relationship
started as a service provider & customer, but over the years I feel as though it was
more of a friendship with John & you family. I enjoyed listening to John's travel
stories,especially how much he enjoyed doing it with his family.
My sincere condolences to you & your family, Harry Bonanny

harry bonanny - February 09, 2019 at 09:26 AM

