John E. O'Connor Esq.
August 22, 1940 - December 21, 2019

John E. O’Connor, Sr of Kingston was greeted in Heaven by family and friends on
December 21, 2019.
Born August 22, 1940 in Kingston he was a son of the late Patrick J. and Helen McAndrew
O'Connor,
John was a great storyteller and conversationalist, and all who met him understood that
John valued his family and faith which brought so much meaning to his life. His faith
began at St. Ignatius Parish where he was a life long member and deacon. He was part of
the first graduating class of West Side Central Catholic High School in 1958. Upon
graduation, he attended King’s College where he graduated with honors in 1962. He
furthered his education at Georgetown University Law Center where he graduated in 1965
before clerking for Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice Benjamin R. Jones. And yet, his
love of learning continued in 1999 as he was ordained a deacon in the Diocese of
Scranton in November and also earned a Master’s degree in Marriage & Family Therapy
from Kutztown University.
John began his law career as a founding partner of Flanagan, Doran, Biscontini, & Shaffer
before joining with colleague and friend Thomas F. Burke, Jr. and his brother Joseph D.
Burke in Forty-Fort where he maintained his professional career. As an attorney, John
enjoyed being a local community solicitor for Larksville and Pringle Boroughs, was
General Counsel for the Pennsylvania State Workers Insurance Fund, and he was
recognized as a member for 50 years of service with the Wilkes-Barre Law & Library
Association in 2015. However, one of his greatest passions blended his working life with
his faith as being the homilist for the association's annual Red Mass at King's College
each year.
His faith was rooted in his Catholic upbringing and solidified within his own family and
loving wife of 55 years Mary Moran. This loving pair were involved with Pre-Cana classes,
Cursillo, and the Fatima Center in Dalton. John was a Mercy Associate, founding member

of the Diocese of Scranton Family Life Bureau, Wyoming Valley Catholic Social Services
Board, Catholic Youth Services Board Member, and St. Thomas More Society. He so
enjoyed helping out at St. Ignatius with CCD classes, hosting the homeless, or assisting
with the Food Pantry.
Most important to John was his family. He was the proud and loving father of seven
children and nine grandchildren and looked forward to any time that could be spent with
them. In particular, the summer vacations, picnics, and family get-togethers, in addition to
any one of the activities in which his children or grandchildren were involved. Recently, he
always enjoyed spending Thanksgiving in Avalon, New Jersey where there was a
constant blend of family with all of his brothers and sisters, nieces and nephews, in-laws,
and his own family. While at the beach he enjoyed cooking his famous clam chowder,
watching the family football games, reading, and catching up with the O’Connor Family.
John will be greatly missed by his wife, Mary Moran O'Connor; children, Moira and her
husband John Servis, Patrick and his wife Eileen, John and his wife Erin, Michael and his
wife Kathryn, Megan, Timothy and his wife Tracie, Matthew and his wife Amanda;
grandchildren, Stephen, Andrew, Kieran, Conal, Maggie, Nicholas, Bailey, Molly and
Charlotte; siblings Patricia (Daniel) Curran; Maureen (William) Casey, Patrick (Marie)
O'Connor; Joseph O'Connor, Kevin O'Connor, Michael (Ellen) O'Connor; James (Mary)
O'Connor, Thomas (Rose Ann) O'Connor, Mary Ellen (Daniel) McCormick; nieces,
nephews, other family and friends.
Celebration of John's Life will take place in the Church of Saint Ignatius Loyola, North
Maple Avenue in Kingston. Visitation will be held from 3 to 7 pm on Sunday, December
29th. A Pontifical Funeral Mass will be celebrated by the Most Reverend Joseph C.
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton at 10 AM on Monday, December 30th.
In lieu of flowers please make a donation to a charity of your choice or one of John’s
passions such as the Catherine McAuley House in Plymouth, PA, St. Ignatius Parish, or
King’s College in his memory.
Memories and condolences may be shared with John's family at www.celebratehislife.com

Events
DEC
29

Visitation

03:00PM - 07:00PM

Church of Saint Ignatius Loyola
339 North Maple Avenue, Kingston, PA, US, 18704

DEC
30

Funeral Mass

10:00AM

Church of Saint Ignatius Loyola
339 North Maple Avenue, Kingston, PA, US, 18704

Comments

“

Dear Mary and Family,
Ange and I are sending sincerest condolences to you and your entire family. As I am
sure you know, John will be terribly missed at St. Ignatius Church. I had many
opportunities to serve with him at the daily noon mass and really admired and
respected his deep commitment to our faith. We were all concerned when he
became ill and prayed that he would have a full recovery, but God had other plans.
We send our love to you all, and if there is anything we can do to assist at this time of
grief and loss, please let us know.
Sincerely,
Dr. Ange and Barbara Anzalone

Barbara Anzalone - December 29, 2019 at 04:48 PM

“

Dear Mary and family,
You and your family are in our hearts and mind. Our condolences on the passing of a
special human being, your husband, father, grandfather and brother. John always
had a smile and kind word for everyone.
May God give you the peace that you seek. We offer you our thoughts and prayers
and well wishes at this difficult time.
May your faith sustain you,
Nick and Barbara Volpetti

Nicholas and Barbara Volpetti - December 29, 2019 at 03:35 PM

“

I was greatly saddened to learn of the death of John O’Connor. I first encountered
the wonderful O’Connor family in 1952, when I moved into my Aunt Rose’s house
(right next to the O'connort house) to be closer to Wyoming Seminary in my senior
year. Because our house was built so that the first floor was six or eight feet higher
than the O’Connor house, Every time I walked past the hall window, I got a bird’s eye
view of their kitchen. It was with great admiration, awe, and occasional amusement,
that I witnessed Helen O’Connor as she organized, mobilized, and inspired her
exceptional children. This included having the entire family kneel down on the hard
floor to say the rosary each day at dinner time. (If ever there was a force of nature, it
was Helen O’Connor. What a woman!)
Typical of the extraordinary O'Connor family John left an extraordinary legacy, for
which I am sure the entire family is proud and grateful.I would like to offer my
heartfelt condolences to the entire O’Connor family. I am sure John will be missed
beyond words.
John Magagna

John F Magagna - December 29, 2019 at 01:56 PM

“

Moira, John, Stephen and Andrew - our condolences on the loss of your
father/father-in-law/grandfather. You are in our hearts and thoughts during this very
difficult time.
Liz and Ed Richmond

Elizabeth Richmond - December 27, 2019 at 03:25 PM

“

John was a very faithful catholic. He reminded me of my brother Dr. John Schultz. He
was dedicated to St Ignatius as well. Deepest sympathy to Mary and his children and
grandchildren. I'm sure he was greeted by his Mom. A good example of a faithful
catholic as well.

Mary Senese - December 27, 2019 at 11:47 AM

“

Our condolences to the O'Conner family on the passing of John. We remember his
friendly smile and his cheerful greeting to all he met. His passion for his religion was
always displayed in his position as a deacon. He certainly will be missed by all who
knew him. Carmella & Jim Selingo

Carmella & Jim Selingo - December 27, 2019 at 11:22 AM

“

Dear Mary we were all so sad to hear about John’s death at MOA. The entire staff and
myself found him to be one of the most delightful men to be a patient at our office. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you. And please remember that I am always available to you
if you need to talk. Sally Alinikoff
sally alinikoff - December 27, 2019 at 04:04 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of John's passing. He was always a real gentleman. Please
accept my condolences to your family and church family. May God's blessings go
with you . Carol Skalski ( I am Carol that you see when you come to St. Vincent de
Paul Kitchen on a Saturday with your group.)

Carol Skalski - December 27, 2019 at 08:47 AM

“

To the O'Connor Family,
Deacon O'Connor was one amazing man. His smile was infectious and the stories he
told was always so interesting. We will miss him dearly as we go to church at St
Ignatius and will miss his smiling face. Your family is in our thoughts and prayers as
you get through this difficult time.
Sincerely,
Kristen and Tony Zigmont

Kristen Zigmont - December 26, 2019 at 10:54 PM

“

I’m at a loss of words with hearing of the passing of such an amazing man of whom
my daughters Samantha, Alicia & myself had the pleasure of knowing through St.
Ignatius. He was always one of the sweetest & happiest men I have ever know to
grace anyones presence. I looked forward to this upcoming February with him
baptizing my daughter Samantha’s first child & my first grandchild Ariah-Belle. My
heart is with his family through all this, as I am so sorry for your loss, as his passing
is a great loss to this community also. He will be forever missed.

Terri Balint - December 26, 2019 at 04:09 PM

“

Thinking back to my childhood and the time I spent with Mike, Pat and John. My
fondest memories of Mr O'Connor are from swimming. First at the YMCA and then at
WVW. He was always there cheering for his kids. He was so proud of his kids win or
loose. Most of the time they won, Lol. Mr O'Connor was always there even for me
with a kind word for when I lost, because most of the time I did.
I think back to my time I spent and grew up with the whole O'Connor family and have
to say that it was some of the best times of my life. A lot of those memories include
Mr O'Connor. He will be missed for sure.
My condolences go out to the whole O'Connor family My thoughts and prayers will
be with you.
Chris Kappler

Chris Kappler - December 26, 2019 at 11:34 AM

“

John was an extraordinary person, entirely committed to his family, his Church and
the community. John was among the first King's alumni I met when I came to KIng's
in 1974. He and Mary shared their friendship with me and his voilunteer time with
King's. It was no surprise that this committed and able lawyer became a Permanent
Deacon and added minstry to his passion for service. My prayers go out to you,
Mary, to your immediate family and the wonderful extedned O'Connor family.
Father Jim Lackenmier, C.S,C., Notre Dame, Indiana

James Lackenmier, C.S.C. - December 26, 2019 at 11:33 AM

