James J. Walsh
December 24, 1924 - June 30, 2020

James J. Walsh of the Rolling Mill Hill Section of Wilkes-Barre passed away peacefully on
June 30, 2020, at the age of 95. He had resided at Saint Luke's Villa in his final days.
Born December 24, 1924 in the Minooka section of Scranton he was a son of the late
Thomas and Agnes Moore Walsh.
James was a graduate of Kingston High School and joined the US Army in May 1943.
After enlisting in the Army, he went to various state-side bases for training and then
shipped out to England in 1944. He served in the European theater of operations in
France, Belgium, and Germany in World War II. Of significance, his Army unit supported
combat operations during the Battle of the Bulge in December 1944. He was able to return
home to Pennsylvania in March 1946 after the war ended.
He married Margaret Gill, the love of his life, in 1946, and they had six children: James,
Joseph, Mary Patricia, Timothy, Thomas, and Michael. He worked as a watch repairman in
Wilkes-Barre until his retirement, working for more than sixty-five years in the Valley.
James was a man of faith, courage, and service. He was a devoted and loving husband,
father, grandfather, and great-grandfather who cherished and served his God, his wife and
family, his friends, and his country, all of which he loved deeply.
He lost his wife, Mrs. Margaret Gill Walsh, in 1984. She was a wonderful wife, mother, and
grandmother, as well as the Walsh family's heart and soul. He was also preceded in death
by his oldest grandson, Andrew Walsh, in 1979, and his brothers, Paul and Thomas
Walsh, sister, Marie Walsh Cunningham, and daughters-in-law, Patti and Justine.
James will be greatly missed by his children; Rev. James J. Walsh, Joseph Walsh, Mary
Patricia Walsh Flanagan and her husband John, Timothy Walsh, Thomas Walsh, and
Michael Walsh and his wife Arlene; sister, Agnes Walsh Williams; grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, other family and friends.

The funeral liturgy was limited to family only and was celebrated privately at the Church of
Saint Patrick in Wilkes-Barre. Interment with military honors was in Saint Mary's Cemetery.
Memorial donations to the Parish of Saint Andrew are preferred and may be sent to 316
Parrish Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702.
Memories and condolences may be shared with James's family at http://www.celebratehisl
ife.com

Cemetery
Saint Mary's Cemetery
1594 South Main Street
Hanover Township, PA, 18706

Comments

“

My name is Walter Griffith of Luzerne County Council Please contact me I want to
get informed to honor you father James with a county proclamation. 570-239-0025.
Walter.griffith@luzernecounty.org

Walter Griffith - July 14, 2020 at 11:12 PM

“

We were saddened to learn of Uncle Jim's passing. He was a great guy who loved
his family and country above all. He repaired many a watch for us, and we always
remember him working in the yard and trimming his hedges! He had a fine long life
and will be missed.

Bill and Becky Loftus - July 10, 2020 at 04:12 PM

“

We saw Mr. Walsh at the VA Hospital some time ago and had a brief but nice
conversation. We told him we talk to Rumi often and we always ask her to pass
along our love. He was such a nice man and a part of our fond memories. We have
no doubt that he is at peace with his Peggy and dear Andy. Our sincere condolences
to his family. With our love, --Debbie and Mike Balash

Mike and Debbie Balash - July 07, 2020 at 04:22 PM

“

Jim, I didn't know your Dad but we do know that he raised a wonderful son who
chose to serve his community as a very caring priest. Thank you for this gift of
yourself. Thank God for his long life and for giving you all each other. Cherish the
memories.
Your classmate at St. Nick's, Wileen

Wileen - July 05, 2020 at 06:27 PM

“

Pattie Our deepest sympathy to you and your entire family. Your dad lived a
wonderful life and will be missed by all that knew him. Sending prayers your way.
With love at this sad time
Meri Ellyn and Bob Sobeck

Meri Ellyn Sobeck - July 05, 2020 at 05:22 PM

“

Pop Walsh will be greatly missed by his whole family. He was a great guy!!!! Rest in
peace.
-- John Flanagan (son-in-law)

John S Flanagan - July 05, 2020 at 08:32 AM

“

I am very sorry for your loss. Jim did watch repairs for Bartikowsky Jewelers for
many years. He was a warm witty person. I will miss his laughter and many a
story...Rose Flowers

Rose Flowers - July 05, 2020 at 07:59 AM

“

Father Walsh and family,.... so very sorry for your loss . We all know how outstanding he
was in the practice of his faith. …...Joan Turel
Joan Turel - July 05, 2020 at 10:53 AM

“
“

My sympathies on your loss.
ED JANISON - July 05, 2020 at 12:04 PM

Your Dad was a great man...he was a good friend to my mother... Betty Gillman...I've often
wondered about him.
He's at peace now and back with your beautiful Mom.
All my sympathy for your loss.
Susan Basham Gillman - July 07, 2020 at 09:08 PM

