James C. Horn
April 21, 2017

James C. Horn, 67, of Long Neck, Delaware died on April 21 in the Neighborhood Hospice
in West Chester surrounded by his loving family. He was born on May 11, 1949, in WilkesBarre to Anne Marie Horn and the late George Horn.
Jim married his grade school sweetheart, Sharon Meehan, and they enjoyed a wonderful
forty-five years of marriage. He and Sharon raised their three daughters in Toms River,
NJ: Maura Horn and husband Ron Leonesio of Louisville, CO, Kerry Duffy and husband
Thomas Duffy of Thornton, and Caitlin Sontowski and husband John Sontowski of Aston.
Jim was a graduate of Saint Mary’s High School and received a BS from King’s College
and an MBA from Fairleigh Dickinson University. He worked for thirty-three years as an
Accountant/Financial Manager for the Federal Government at Fort Monmouth, NJ. Jim
spent fourteen years coaching his daughters in the Toms River Girls Softball League, and
was active in the charitable work of the Toms River chapters of the Lions Club and Elks
Club for twenty years.
After retirement, Jim and Sharon moved to a picturesque golf community in southern
Delaware, Baywood Greens. He loved his time there, enjoying lots of pool time with many
new friends, golfing with the Indian River and Baywood Golf Leagues, community trivia
nights, pot lucks and happy hours, and lots of time on golf cart rides with his wife, children,
and grandchildren.
Jim will be remembered for his contagious smile and his welcoming personality. He lived
his life to the fullest and loved to travel with his wife, family, and friends. They camped
along the East Coast for many years, and have recently enjoyed so many nice trips
including Caribbean and European cruises, a trip to Alaska and several trips to his
beloved Ireland to see extended family. Family was always first and foremost with Jim,
and he loved tracing back his genealogy and building his Family Tree for future
generations.

Jim had five grandchildren that will miss him greatly: Bridget, Brendan and Shane Duffy,
and Molly and Keira Sontowski. He was a wonderful, fun PopPop who attended baseball
and soccer games, dance recitals and plays. He was always happy to take his
grandchildren on golf cart rides to Uncle Willy’s and fishing for golf balls.
Jim is also survived by a large, very close extended family: his brother Neil Horn and wife
Mel, his sisters Molly Middleton and husband Joe, Kathy McGlynn and husband Pat,
Eileen Siock and husband Bob, sister-in-law Michele d’Arcy and husband Tom, brother-inlaw Michael Meehan and wife Gladys Stiles, sister-in-law Colleen DeGroodt and husband
Pat, and sister-in-law Maureen Krauss and husband Jim.
The celebration of Jim’s life will begin Thursday, April 27th with visitation from 5 to 8 PM at
McLaughlin’s, 142 South Washington Street in Wilkes-Barre, and continue Friday with
gathering beginning at 9 AM followed by a Funeral Mass at 10 AM Friday in the Church of
Saints Peter and Paul, 13 Hudson Road in Plains. Interment will be private at Saint Mary's
Cemetery.
Memorial donations are preferred and may be made to Neighborhood Hospice, West
Chester, Pa (https://www.chestercountyhospital.org/services-and-treatments/home-careand-hospice-neighborhood-health/gift-giving) or Toms River Lions Club, PO Box 1390,
Toms River, NJ 08754.
Memories and condolences may be shared with Jim’s family at www.celebratehislife.com
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Comments

“

I am very sorry to hear of Jim's death. R.I.P. I send my deepest sympathy to his wife
Sharon, his family and his Mother. May God help you all through this very sad time. I
only discovered Jim two years ago. I am his second cousin, his Grandfather and my
Grandmother were brother and sister. I will always be grateful to Him for sending me
our Family Tree. God Bless.
Mary Patricia Woods
Coventry
England.

Mary Woods - May 27, 2017 at 09:25 AM

“

Mike And Pat Seitz lit a candle in memory of James C. Horn

Mike and Pat Seitz - April 30, 2017 at 11:27 AM

“

We will always miss Jim's friendly hello and warm smile. The "Mayor of Baywood" is now
smiling down on us from Heaven!
Mike and Pat Seitz - April 30, 2017 at 11:35 AM

“

Sending Baywood Love and Heart felt sympathy . We will always remember Jim
when we turn pass your house heading to our Baywood home Love Jeff And Sandy
Stout ♡

Sandy Stout - April 28, 2017 at 12:35 PM

“

We were so sad to hear of Jim’s passing, he fought a galant fight and always had a
smile on his face. Jim’s friendly smile will be missed at Baywood, especially in the
pool where he made sure he spoke to everyone to see how they were doing. Sharon
and Jim were the welcome committee to so many of us. Sharon and her daughters
and their families shared his journey with him showing so much love. Our hearts and
prayers are with you all.
Bill & Mary Ellen

William Daly - April 28, 2017 at 10:37 AM

“

Over the last 12 years Jim and Sharon became very dear friends to us. We shared
many good times together. From the many dinners we shared together, hung at the
pool, played trivia and traveled, we will always remember the kind, happy Jim
everyone loved. You will be missed
Janice & Dave

janice & Dave Henning - April 26, 2017 at 08:59 PM

“

Sweet Jimmy. We are heart broken that he had to leave us so soon. We are forever
grateful for the love he shared with Sharon and our family, and for our three strong,
beautiful nieces he gave us. He was our loving brother, friend, mentor and hero.
Love and peace brother.

Pat and Colleen (Meehan) DeGroodt - April 26, 2017 at 01:02 PM

“

Words cannot express the sadness we feel at Jim 's passing. Jim and Sharon were
the first people to welcome us to Baywood. For 10 years we have enjoyed their
friendship and hospitality. Jim leaves us with so many happy memories of good times
at the pool, the clubhouse, and over drinks and dinner. We will miss Jim's friendly
Irish smile and firm handshake. Jim loved to meet people, and we believe he is now
in heaven, greeting new arrivals. Sharon, your neighbors in Baywood are here to
support and assist you in any way we can. Jim, until we meet again, may God hold
you in the palm of His hand.

Tom and Mary Ann Carrick - April 26, 2017 at 10:28 AM

“

I first met Jimmy, as he was known to all of his friends in East End, in the seventh
grade. I was new to Holy Saviour school and East End then, so most grade school
friendships there had already been forged and I felt very much the outsider.
Fortunately for me, I had Jimmy Horn as a classmate. He was one of the first to
tease me with his gentle humor and boyish smile about all my freckles and it made
me feel like I was one of the East End crowd for the first time. Jimmy truly was one of
a kind even as a child.
I am truly sorry for your loss and that of your entire family, Sharon. I had the gift of
watching your's and Jimmy's love blossom at Holy Saviour. We all were blessed to
have known Jimmy. God love you all.
Eileen Malloy McTague

Eileen McTague - April 26, 2017 at 09:23 AM

“

Our memories are of happy times at many Baywood activites, often at the swimming
pool on hot summer days. Jim was an active member of NARFE and dedicated
Democrat. We shared many discussions as well as smiles and hugs. Our deep
sympathy to the family, love to Sharon. Elsie and Harry Marshall

Elsie Marshall - April 26, 2017 at 06:04 AM

“

Jim Horn was the best friend anyone could ask for. He is one of a kind, and I was
blessed to have his friendship. Be at peace you lovable Irishman.

Edward Patches - April 25, 2017 at 09:03 PM

“

Jim was such a nice man and a great boss. I worked with him in F & A at Ft
Monmouth. Condolences to his family.

Liz Friedman Mayer - April 25, 2017 at 03:59 PM

“

I wanted to share a story about the first time I met Jimmy Horn. I was the Maid of
Honor in my sister's wedding( Mel) and Jimmy was the Best Man for his brother Neil.
I was a junior in college and excited to be in my first wedding. I found out that I was
walking with a guy who was "thirty something"!! Yikes...could that age bracket even
walk down an aisle! Well, I was put to shame. Jimmy was the first one on the dance
floor and the last one to leave...and he was not shy at the bar either...what a cool
guy!! Recently we both attended and few weddings of Neil and Mel's children and he
still put me to shame. Jimmy, you will be sadly missed by many. Sharon, Maura,
Kerry and Caitlin, you have our sympathies.
Gary and Katie Lambert

kathleen lambert - April 25, 2017 at 12:23 PM

“

We too were happily on the receiving end of the warm welcome from Sharon and Jim
to the Baywood family. A perfect match - always happy and giving. Jim was never
without a smile and hug for everyone - a true example of how we should all be living
our lives. To you Sharon and your wonderful family, you've all built many
extraordinary memories which we hope will sustain you. To you Jim, we wish you
gentle breezes and smooth waters on your journey and thank you for being a special
blessing in our lives.
Most sincere condolences and prayers, Janet & David Pomrinca

Janet & David Pomrinca - April 25, 2017 at 11:22 AM

“

So sorry for the loss of your loved one James Horn; May the God of comfort grant
the family peace at this time. Please accept this comfort when a loved one dies.

C. Ford - April 25, 2017 at 10:55 AM

“

Jim you will be so missed here at Baywood. You had such a warm friendly soul & a
positive attitude. You know we will be here for Sharon & your family. When you loose
a spouse, there's no better place to live as in Baywood. Your neighbors & the
residents are your 2nd family. One of my fondest memories is when Jim & Sharon
hosted the St Pattys Day Pot Luck in 2014. Their favorite! They went over & above Jim brought different Irish beers & talked about them. There were Irish limericks,
songs & Sharon brought a special dessert. One of the best!
My sincere sorrow & sympathy to Sharon & his family. R.I.P. dear Jim. Love Joyce

Joyce Osik - April 25, 2017 at 10:47 AM

“

John T Horn Jr lit a candle in memory of James C. Horn

John t horn jr - April 25, 2017 at 10:10 AM

“

I only have had the opportunity to know Jim for a couple of years, but after first
meeting him knew right away what a good person and family man he was. Always
greeting people with a smile and taking time to chat and be friendly. Wish I knew him
longer. My sincere condolences to Sharon and the Horn family.
Bob Connelly

Bob Connelly - April 25, 2017 at 09:32 AM

“

Jim & Sharon were the first folks to greet my wife & I and welcome us to Baywood
about 8 years ago. Jim made us feel special, as he does with everyone he meets.
His smile will be missed by all but not forgotten by any.
Rest in Peace Jim. . .you are a fond memory for many.

Bill & Helene Porreca - April 25, 2017 at 09:09 AM

“

Jim will be missed by all in our Baywood neighborhood. His smile would light up a
room as would his friendly personality. When my husband, Bob and I moved here
Jim and Sharon were the first to welcome us and have us in their home. So many
days in the summer as I sat on our porch, I waved as Sharon and Jim (in his Panama
hat) walked by to the pool. No one wore a hat better than Jim. It is a memory that will
stay with me. I know all of the love that he had for his daughters and grandchildren
will always be remembered and cherished. And you could always tell that Sharon,
you were the love of his life. You have so many people that love and care for you and
many prayers being lifted up for you, including ours! Love to you and your sweet
family. Bob and Mary Bennett

Mary Bennett - April 24, 2017 at 10:43 PM

“

Lou & Sandy Corsi
We were blessed to have Jim enter our lives in Baywood. That smile! We shared
many vacations with Jim and Sharon, most memorable in Sanibel Island. The world
lost a good one and we will miss him so much. Fly with the angels, our friend!

Sandy & Lou Corsi - April 24, 2017 at 09:26 PM

“

Jim was more than my brother in law, we grew up in the East End and he married my
sister Sharon and they were created for each other....both were always there in my
life when I needed a shoulder to rely on to get me through tough times.
Jim was always fun to be around, he could make you feel like you were the only
person in the room and would go to the extreme to make you part of the family. I will
always miss his humor and genuine caring for everyone he encountered in his life.
God Bless you Brother !

Mike Meehan - April 24, 2017 at 08:40 PM

“

I was with Jim the last time he left his home at Baywood Greens.
He was smiles from ear to ear as he was being made ready to travel.
As his next door neighbor, I witnessed this infectious smiles to anyone who passed
by the house. Both by foot and by car. There were many times we would discuss
many of life's events. Agree or not agree we were always friends.
"You will be missed SMILEY"

Steve Shirk - April 24, 2017 at 08:27 PM

“

I will always remember as kids I called Jim to come out and play and he said he
couldn't because it was raining out. I said it can't be raining it is real nice at my
house. Which was on Scott St. only a block away from Jik's house on Maxwell St.
And then there will always be the memory of his dog Spotty. Everyone in E-E knew
him.
Jack Kinney

Jack Kinney - April 24, 2017 at 05:47 PM

“

Jim and I graduated from King's College in different years, we lived in Toms River in
different years, we lived in Baywood Greens at the same time. It was at Baywood
that we finally met and connected the threads of our lives and became friends. Jim
was a leprechaun character - always smiling, always happy, always nice to others
but never hiding the pot of gold that was his personality. I'll miss him - oh yeah, we
both married our childhood sweetheart.

Jay O'Brien - April 24, 2017 at 05:05 PM

“

Tom McKeown is following this tribute.

Tom McKeown - April 24, 2017 at 04:21 PM

“

So sad to lose such a great guy at such a young age. Jim always had a smile on his
face and was ready for whatever came along. When we were young all I can
remember is Jim was very daring, and I can still picture him standing on his sled
going as fast as he could smiling ear to ear. Our prayers are with Sharon and the
Family. Rest in Peace Jim.
Love,
Tom, Linda & Spencer McKeown
Cape Cod, MA

Tom McKeown - April 24, 2017 at 04:19 PM

“

I'm so grateful to be apart of this family. The Hapeman family loves you all so very
very much and we are grieving with you in this hard time. We love you, I love you
and He loves you. Ill miss you Jim.

Kerrie Hapeman - April 24, 2017 at 04:04 PM

“

Jim and Sharon sure could host Baywood holiday potlucks! In addition to the Irish beer
tasting for a St. Paddy's day that Joyce Osik mentioned, but they also did a whiskey and
Scotch one as well! Wow! And who could forget the Valentine's Day chocolate
extravaganza they hosted! Always generous, always giving. But most of all I will miss Jim's
hello "butterfly kisses." Back at ya, Jim. Kathie Meredith
Kathie Meredith - April 27, 2017 at 08:23 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear about Jim. I had many dealings with him at Fort Monmouth. He was
a very nice man and will be missed.
Maryanne Anema Norman - May 02, 2017 at 09:52 AM

