Claire Hart Cummings
May 15, 1919 - June 6, 2010

Claire Hart Cummings, 91, of South Franklin Street in Wilkes-Barre died peacefully in the
presence of her loving family at her home on Sunday, June 6th.
Born May 15, 1919 in Wilkes-Barre she was a daughter of the late Thomas and Edna
Callahan Hart.
A graduate of Saint Ann's Academy, Claire earned her Bachelor of Science degree from
Misericordia University in 1941.
Shortly after graduation Claire married Walter Abell Cummings of Baltimore. When he was
assigned overseas during World War II, she returned to Wilkes-Barre and joined her father
in the operation of his real estate office. Claire was the second local woman to venture
into the real estate field and was the first female Veterans Administration approved
appraiser in the United States. She was president and owner of Tom Hart, Realtor at the
time of her retirement.
A member of the Parish of Saint Mary of the Immaculate Conception, Claire served as a
director of the Greater Wilkes-Barre Association of Realtors, Pennsylvania State Realtors
Association, Family Service Association, League of Women Voters, Greater Wilkes-Barre
Chamber of Commerce, and as president of the Misericordia University Alumni
Association.
Her brother, Thomas Hart preceded her in death.
Surviving are her children, Chrysse Cummings Dow of Vero Beach, Florida, David Hart
Cummings of Philadelphia, Henry Bogue Cummings of Allentown and Ellen T. Cummings
of Wilkes-Barre; grandsons, Stephen Hart Dow and Michael Dow of Boston; and a sister,
Margaret and her husband Frank Conaboy of Leesburg, Florida.
Celebration of Claire’s Life will be held Saturday, June 19th from 9 to 10:30 AM at

McLaughlin's Family Funeral Service. Funeral Liturgy will be celebrated at 10:30 AM.
Interment will be in Saint Mary's Cemetery in Hanover Township.
Special thanks are extended to the staff members of Caregivers of America and Complete
Home Care of Kingston for their loving care of Claire.
Memorial donations are preferred and may be made to Scholarship Fund at Misericordia
University, Development Office, 301 Lake Street, Mercy Hall, Second Floor, Dallas, PA
18612-1008, or St. Joseph's Center, 2010 Adams Avenue, Scranton, PA 18509
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Comments

“

My darling Claire.. I haven't heard from her in over a year and so I "googled" her
today, and see the sad news.
. I met Claire during the 1972 flood when she also lost her dear Father. I had moved
to Wilkes Barre ( Mountaintop) a few years earlier.She sold me a house in Highland
Woods. Claire not only supported me to work with her, Claire pushed me into Kings
College to get an education. I was a baby then and probably her age when I met her
now.
I LOVED Claire, and always felt my life took a turn to success both personally and
professionally as a result of her mentoring. I went on to have a successful business
in NYC.
I was there when Claire founded Hart Estates in Mountaintop, and so proud to be
part of this. I still have the magazine coverage.
My dear friend. God bless your family. You have left all of us with sadness.I will
always remember your exotic crepes in the backroom kitchen.
Marie Parks ( Piantek)

Marie ( Piantek) - December 06, 2010 at 06:34 PM

“

Claire Hart Cummings was one of the loveliest women I have ever had the honor to
know. Twenty-five years ago, when I initially got my real estate license, Claire was
my broker. She was my mentor. This wonderful woman took me under her wing and
taught me everything she could about the business. Claire treated me like family. I
was only in my twenties and the youngest in the office at that time. I have many fond
memories of laughing together about mistakes that I might have made had it not
been for Claire hovering over me like a mother. We enjoyed many lovely meals
together, we shopped together and when we weren’t in the office we spoke often on
the telephone. Claire was the ultimate “people person”. She had a multitude of
interesting friends and acquaintances. I was lucky enough to meet just a few of them.
Claire taught me, at a very young age, how to really listen to people and to respect
the needs of all clients. In her day, Claire was without doubt a powerful force to be
reckoned with. She had a work ethic that was unparalleled. She was a tireless
advocate for all of her clients. Even though my career went in another direction, we
never lost touch. I stopped by to visit whenever I could and was always made to feel
welcome. Claire was my role model at a very impressionable age. She was a
consummate professional and a bona fide lady. One can only hope to live a long,
successful and interesting life as has Claire Hart Cummings. It was my pleasure to
know Claire and I will never forget her.
Michele A. Williams

Michele Williams - June 18, 2010 at 12:03 PM

“

My name is Robyn, and I am the Office Manager/Paralegal of Anzalone Law Offices
which is next door to Claire at 98 South Franklin Street. I remember when we first
moved into the offices in 2001, our phone system wasn't working. Claire was
gracious and told us to come over anytime and use the phones. Also, a few times we
lost the use of our restroom facilities and again she never hesitated in saying that we
could use anything of hers we needed. She was a very generous person and I loved
hearing her stories of the "old" days. I would always take cakes or cookies over to
her at the holidays or her birthday and we would sit together and enjoy them. Her
daughter, Ellen, is equally as generous in spirit and it has been a joy to have such
wonderful neighbors.
Robyn, Anzalone Law Offices

Robyn - June 16, 2010 at 09:12 AM

“

I met Claire in 1979 when, as our Realtor, she helped our family relocate from Illinois
to the Wilkes-Barre area. Several months later, my marriage suddenly ended and
Claire actually invited my young son and I to stay with her in her home for two
months. It was a difficult time but Claire made us feel so welcome and our time with
her was so enjoyable. I will never forget her warm generosity and kindness.
Claire and I dined together throughout the years that followed. She often told me
many great stories about all of her beloved children as well as her memories of her
lovely trips to Paris. Claire will always remain in my heart as a wonderful and
exceptional, very special lady.
- Rosa Thompson

Rosa Thompson - June 14, 2010 at 06:17 PM

“

39 files added to the album Claire Cummings

The Family of Professionals at McLaughlin's - June 14, 2010 at 03:42 PM

“

I had the pleasure of meeting Mrs Cummings many years ago. She truely was an
amazing woman. Intellegent, hard working, funny, are words that I think of when I
think of her. She know so much about the area and was so involved. Rest in peace
Claire!

Sandy Raughley - June 10, 2010 at 10:14 AM

“

At this point in life, we have a tendency to ask questions: questions for ourselves,
questions for others, questions of life and questions of faith. More often than not, we
ask the same question of no one in particular.
Why? That is what we ask. The truth is, we may never know why with any certainty.
But we do know that there is no single ‘should have done’ or ‘could have done’ or
‘did’ or ‘did not do’ that would have changed that why.
All that love could do was done.
We assure you that while there is nothing we can do to change what has occurred,
we will be here for you. Our objective is to assist you through this time as seamlessly
as possible, and we encourage your reliance on us to see that all details are
arranged and carried through properly.
Our service to you does not end, but continues as you need us. We can assist with
details which present themselves after, just as we are capable with those leading to,
the funeral service. Please do not hesitate to solicit our advice on any matter as we
are happy to be of assistance.
Thomas V. McLaughlin
M.J. McLaughlin Company
1997-2010 M.J. McLaughlin Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved

Tommy McLaughlin - June 09, 2010 at 02:46 PM

